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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS : PFOR, MARR, BA 

SUBJECT : MIDDLE EAST FORCE - MEETING WITH AMIR 
REE : MANAMA 475 

1 . JULY 10 1 CALLED ON AMIR TO PRESENT LETTER FROM SPEAKER 

ALBERT CONGRATULATING HIM ON ESTABLISHMENT NATIONAL ASSEMBLY HERE. 

2. OBVIOUSLY PLEASED, AMIR BEGAN TO TALK ABOUT U.S.-BAHRAIN 
FRIENDSHIP AND HOW MUCH BAHRAIN WELCOMES AMERICAN HERE, ADDING 
"INCLUDING THE NAVY". 

3. 1 EXPRESSED GRATIFICATION TO HEAR THIS. AMIR SAID THAT HE HAD 
RECENTLY TOLD JOHN GATCH HE INTENDED FOR NAVY TO REMAIN AND 
WANTED ME TO KNOW THIS TOO. I SAID THIS NEWS WOULD BE GREETED 
WITH RELIEF IN WASHINGTON SINCE USG WAS GROWING QUITE CONCERNED 
ABOUT NAVY'S STATUS HERE, PARTICULARLY SINCE NAVY WIVES AND 
CHILDREN ARE UNCERTAIN ABOUT WHAT PLANS TO MAKE. 

4. AMIR SAID "YOU MAY INFORM YOUR GOVERNMENT THE NAVY IS 
REMAINING IN BAHRAIN AND SO IS THE BAHRAIN SCHOOL". HE 
ADDED THAT SOME MINISTERS ARE STILL UNDECIDED BUT THAT HE 
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WAS GOING TO MAKE THE DECISION IN THIS CASE. AMIR SAID THIS 
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MUST BE SETTLED QUICKLY, THOUGHT HE WOUED CALL THE CABINET 
TOGETHER JULY 13, AND LET US KNOW WHAT EORMAL DECISION HAD BEEN 
TAKEN. 

5. HE THEN STRESSED THERE ARE TWO MAJOR PROBLEMS CONCERNING 
NAVY'S CONTINUATION HERE: (I) BAHRAIN MUST HAVE LEGAL JURISDICTION 
OVER OEFENSES BY NAVY PERSONNEL SINCE PRESENT ARRANGEMENT 
IS UNACCEPTABLE TO BAHRAIN'S CONCEPT OP SOVEREIGNITY AND 
BAHRAINI OPINION (HE WAS PARTICULARLY EORCEEUL ON THIS POINT); 

(2) BAHRAIN MUST BE ABLE TO SHOW MORE PINANCIAL BENEPITS PROM 
NAVY'S PRESENCE. HE ADDED THAT I SHOULD KNOW PRIVATELY THAT 
KUWAITIS HAD OFPERED TO GIVE BAHRAIN "TWICE " THE RENT THAT NAVY 
IS PAYING IP BAHRAIN WOULD NOT KEEP NAVY HERE, AND THAT THIS 
.STILL RANKLES. I TOLD AMIR I WAS AT CALL OP GOB TO DISCUSS 
WHATEVER ALTERATIONS NEED TO BE MADE TO EXISITING ARRANGEMENTS 
IN ORDER POR MIDDLE EAST FORCE TO REMAIN. AMIR SAID HE WANTED 

TO SETTLE MATTER QUICKLY, WELL BEPORE RETURN OP NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
IN OCTOBER. 

6. 1 MUST CAUTION ADDRESSEES THAT AMIR WAS ALONE WITHOUT 
RESTRAINING INFLUENCE OP PRIME MINISTER AND POREIGN MINISTER, 

THAT NO FORMAL GOB DECISION HAS BEEN MADE, AND THAT THERE IS 
SERIOUS CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION IN MINDS OF GOB WHETHER GOVERNMENT 
CAN TAKE THIS DECISION, OR RESCIND TERMINATION NOTICE, OR ADJUST 
TERMS AGREEMENT OR LEASE WITHOUT AT LEAST CONSULTING, AND POSSIBLY 
SEEKING APPROVAL OP, NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. I MUST ALSO POINT OUT THAT 
AS OP THIS MOMENT WE ARE UNDER PROPER EORMAL NOTIPICATION THAT 
STATIONING AGREEMENT IS TO TERMINATE IN OCTOBER AND IF WE ARE UNABEE 
TO SATISPY GOB ON JURISDICTION IT IS NOT BEYOND REALM OF POSSIBILITY 
THAT AFTER OCTOBER WE WILL HAVE NAVY HERE BUT NO AGREEMENT 
AT ALL. 

7. DEPT MAY WISH TO PASS ABOVE MESSAGE TO JIDDA, TEHRAN, CAIRO. 

TWINAM 
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